
committed to impacting the        
community in a positive way 
through music. The foundation was 
established in 2010 by Alex Geis. 
It has raised more than $45,000 
since its inception, and has high              
expectations to triple that amount 
this year.
 Local businesses sponsored 
the event and handed out 
promotions throughout the night. 
Many of them also donated money 
to the cause and provided the 
resources used to set up the          
concert.
 The concert series will      
continue weekly until the end of 
spring semester for college students.   
The concerts are performed at 6 p.m.    
every Saturday, at the southeast cor-
ner of Boomer Lake.

The Crescendo Campaign began a 
weekly concert series last weekend 
to raise funds and awareness for its 
cause.
 Local performers displayed 
their talents onstage to a crowd of 
more than 300 audience members. 
Various genres were performed, 
ranging from jazz to rock to folk to 
classical. 
 Jim Crow, one of the night’s 
performers, had time offstage to 
interact with the crowd.
 “I couldn’t image a more 
welcoming environment,” Crow 
said. “I haven’t played in front of a 
crowd before, so my nerves almost 
kept me offstage. I’m glad I finally 
found some courage, and was able 
to perform for such a great cause.”
 Funds raised from the    
concerts will be put into developing 
the Crescendo Campaign’s new 
program. This program provides 
instruments and free lessons to 
hospital patients. Music therapy 
is an effective treatment for many 
illnesses, and can assist patients in 
coping with their conditions.
 The Crescendo Campaign is 
a nonprofit organization that is 
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with their willingness to donate time and 
resources toward our cause.    
         I’m eager for the future of the foundation, 
as we have some incredible things planned. We 
recently commenced a weekly concert series 
that displays local talent and 
creates awareness for local businesses, which 
will produce awareness for our mission as 
well. The foundation is also developing a 
program to give free instruments and lessons 
to bed-ridden hospital patients. We will also 
continue to be involved in the local schools 
and direct funding toward keeping their music 
programs intact. 
 The impact of the Crescendo 
Campaign has exceeded my highest 
expectations. It would never have been 
possible without the people around me. I am 
truly grateful for all of the blessings I have 
received, and I cannot wait to see what the 
future holds.

   Alex Geis, CEO

 As a college student at Oklahoma State 
University, I was fortunate enough to be 
surrounded by the compassionate and caring 
community of Stillwater. The wonderful 
relationships I developed during my collegiate 
years created a sense of purpose and social 
responsibility in me. I wanted to give back to the 
city that had accepted me with open arms. 
Music has always been an ardent passion of 
mine, so the establishment of a nonprofit 
organization was a natural progression. 
 The initial goal of the Crescendo 
Campaign was to create a source of              
funding for music programs at local schools. 
With the loving support of my family and 
friends we raised more than $15,000 in 2010. We 
didn’t want to lose the 
momentum we had created, so we started 
planning larger events that would support our 
mission.  
 We became more involved in the schools 
music departments, and reached out to local 
instrument distributors for support. The 
communities we interacted with shocked us 
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its program. The program provides instruments 
and lessons to patients who are confined to 
hospitals due to serious injuries or illnesses. 
 Alex Geis, CEO of the 
foundation, came up with the initial idea and is 
eager for the future of the program.
 “Music is a passion of mine, and the ability 
to share it with these patients is such a fulfilling 
experience for all of us at the foundation,” Geis 
said. “I see the program extending to many more 
hospitals and neighboring states as we bring about 
awareness for our cause.”
 Hooper discussed his situation with the 
Campaign and requested to play a violin. Dagny 
Reardon, a local music teacher, walked in the next 
week with a new violin. Reardon and other selfless 
teachers share their time with patients like Hooper 
every week and help them cope with their 
misfortunes through music. Hooper found life 
again in his rekindled passion for creating music.
 “I think the reason I recovered so quickly 
was because of how music gave my daily actions 
meaning again,” Hooper said. “I would have been 
lost without it.”
 Hooper has made positive strides in his life 
compared to that night following the accident. His 
enthusiasm for life has returned and he could not 
be more appreciative. 
 To learn more about the Crescendo 
Campaign or the concerts, go to 
www.crescendocampaign.com. If you would like 
to contact or donate, call (814) 342-1345 or email 
Alex Geis at alex.geis@okstate.edu.

 He lay in his hospital bed contemplating his 
stroke of terrible luck, hopelessly searching for the 
justification to his injury he would never find. 
 Stanley Hooper was in the passenger seat of 
his mother’s car when a drunk driver collided into 
the vehicle. Mrs. Hooper suffered minor injuries, but 
Stanley received the full blow of the oncoming 
vehicle. A spinal cord injury left Hooper paralyzed 
from the waist down at the age of 17.  
 “The first several months were a struggle for 
me,” Hooper said. “I found it so difficult to do the 
most normal tasks. I became very sad about my life, 
and it was hard to cope with the sudden change in my 
lifestyle.”
 Hooper is 
enrolled at Lee High 
School and resides in 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Before his accident, he was a captain on the 
robotics team, played basketball and was involved in 
his school band. 
 The Crescendo Campaign, a foundation that 
promotes funding for the arts in school programs, 
was informed of Hooper’s story and decided to 
become involved.
 The Crescendo Campaign, based in Stillwater, 
Okla., developed a plan to raise money and extend 
its services to St. Luke’s hospital in Oklahoma City. A 
weekly concert series in Stillwater, which would 
feature a variety of local musicians and 
entertainers, was put into action. The Crescendo 
Campaign promoted Hooper’s cause at this concert 
series and quickly collected enough money to begin 

 “I became very sad 
about my life, and it 
was hard to cope...”
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Volunteer spotlight

Facts about issue:
 Scientists have recently researched education 
finance, effectiveness and reform, focusing on a school 
district with more than 70,000 students during the 
2009-2010 school year. It included urban, suburban, 
and rural schools with 25 percent minority students 
and 25 percent of the student population eligible for 
Title I funds. The district had a budget of $853 mil-
lion, with $13.9 million allocated formusic education. 
Music education has long been on the chopping block 
in public schools. The National Center for Education 
Statistics, in part with the U.S. Department of 
Education, released a report in 2011 stating that arts 
education continues to be a concern for “policymak-
ers, educators and families.” 

For more information, go to 
www.schoolmusicmatters.com.

Info about Crescendo Campaign:
 Alex Geis, CEO, is an alumnus of Oklahoma 
State University. Geis developed the idea for the 
foundation during his time at OSU, and wanted to 
give back to the Oklahoman community. He 
decided to combine his love of volunteer work 
and music, and founded the organization during 
2010. The Crescendo Campaign promotes funding 
to support the musical arts. It aims to keep music 
programs in schools and benefit the community 
through music.
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 Beth Morgan has been a 
music teacher at Stillwater High 
School for 26 years. She has 
received numourous teaching 
awards for the amount of passion 
she puts into her students. She 
has a stellar reputation at the high 
school, and puts her whole heart 
into everything she is involved 
with. 
 Beth is a constant 
volunteer for the Crescendo 
Campaign. Beth put in more than 
15 hours of volunteer work during 

the week of the foundation’s first 
concert. These hours were on top 
of her school obligations and 
career. The concert would never 
have been as successful without 
Beth’s devotive service.
 The foundation owes 
much of its early success to the 
efforts of its volunteers. Beth is a 
shining example of the 
community’s commitment to 
service, and the foundation is 
grateful for people like her.  

How to get involved:
 If you have any questions regarding the 
foundation’s events, please contact Mandy Ward at 
(428) 983-1274.

To learn more about the organization, to donate or 
to find volunteer opportunities, visit

www.crescendocampaign.org.

Concert series (begin at 6 p.m.):
 March - 2, 9, 30
 April - 6, 13, 20, 27
 May - 4 

Hospital visits 
(time/location will be posted on website):

March - 4, 11
April - 1, 15, 22, 29

May - 6 

Visit crescendocampaign.com for information on events and how to participate.

Unposted events will be publicized via social media and crescendocampaign.com.


